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Lake Pat Cleburne has been an invaluable asset for the citizens of Cleburne for several decades.  With limited 

recreational resources for the public to enjoy, city leaders saw the need to create a new vision for public enjoyment of 

the lake.

Early on, city staff spent time on site with the consultant in evaluating existing land conditions and, analyzing unique 

opportunities around the lake.  During the programming phase, city leaders, city staff,   and concerned citizens filled a 

chartered bus for a regional benchmark tour of significant water-related parks in the DFW area.  This trip stimulated a 

strong vision for future improvements at Lake Pat Cleburne, and became a new basis for visioning in the master plan 

process.

The design team worked with city staff to finalize a prioritized program list, from which the consultant developed a 

series of concept alternatives for planning zones of future lake development. Following work sessions with city staff, 

park board, city council, and citizens, a final master plan was developed.

This master plan is intended to serve as documentation of the vision put forth by the people of Cleburne for future 

development at Lake Pat, and as a guide to city leaders in planning and constructing new lake projects. Each master 

plan development zone encompasses several potential design studies and implementation projects, which city leaders 

will evaluate and authorize as public need and budget will allow.  

The master planning process has provided the City of Cleburne an opportunity to look forward 10 to 25 years or more 

and to provide proactive input into future lake development plans.  Careful implementation of the vision will help 

ensure that Lake Pat remains an asset to the City of Cleburne for decades to come.
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Site Analysis



• 1,500+ acre lake

• Approximately 1,000 acres of existing 

park land and city property adjacent to 

lake

• Buddy Stewart Park to North

• Golf Course to East

• Developed park land along Lakeshore 

Drive

Existing Conditions



• Existing Destination Parks and Lake 

Access Points

• Cultural History

• Natural Gas Wells

• Good Views

Site Analysis



Benchmark Tour



River Legacy Park
Arlington, Texas

• 1,300 acre Regional Park along         

Trinity River

• Over 8 miles of paved trails

KEY FEATURES:

Living Science Center

Grand Pavilion

Picnic Areas

Outdoor Learning/Nature 

Trails

Playground

River Overlooks

Relevance to Cleburne:

- Strong/Consistent Theme throughout park

- Major Partnerships/Funding

- Environmental / Nature-Based Learning

- Destination Points

- Image Value to City
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Living Science CenterLiving Science Center

Grand Pavilion Picnic Pavilions



Picnic AreasNature-Based Trails

Paved Trails Unpaved Trails



River Legacy Park
Arlington, Texas
White Rock Lake Park
Dallas, Texas

• 2,000+ acre Signature City Park

• 1,015 lake acres and approx. 1,000 

acres park land surrounding water

• Over 9 miles of paved trails

KEY FEATURES:

Hike & Bike Loop Trails

Boating Activities

Picnic Areas

Fishing Piers

Rental Facilities

Playgrounds

Relevance to Cleburne:

- Signature lake park facility

- Destination Points (T.P. Hill, Winfrey Point, Arboretum, etc.)

- Water-based Recreation (fishing, boating, trails, lookout points)

- Special Events (WRL Marathon, boat races, etc.)

- Conservation of Cultural History

- Volunteer Advocacy Groups



M
oc

ki
ng

bi
rd

G
ar

la
nd

B
u
ckn

e
r

White

Rock Lake



Elevated BoardwalkHike & Bike Trails

Boating Destination Points



PlaygroundsLookout Points

Group Pavilions Picnicking



Vision Statement

“Provide a recreational lake experience that offers 

social, educational, cultural, environmental, and 

economic benefits to our community.”



VERY HIGH PRIORITY

Multi-Use Trail Network (Walk/Hike/Bike/In-Line Skating)

Fishing Piers / Platforms

Group Pavilions

Playgrounds

HIGH PRIORITY

Parking (lighted)

Boat Ramps

Individual Picnic Stations

Amphitheater/Performance Area

Restroom Facilities

MODERATE PRIORITY

Environmental Learning Center

Swimming Beaches

Special Events Buildings

(Meeting/Hospitality Rooms, etc.)

Wildflower Area

Marina/Dry Dock Facilities

Birding Trails

Group Camping Areas

Restaurant/Food Service

Pedestrian Bridges

Programming Summary

SOME INTEREST

Horseshoe Pits

Exercise Hubs

Overlooks and Boardwalks

Wildlife Preservation Area

Extreme Youth Center

Equestrian Trails

Sprayground

Wetlands Preservation Area

Open Green/Open Space

Floating dock

Day Camping

Hotel

Rental Station (Paddleboats, Canoes, Bicycles, etc.)

Riverboat Restaurant/Water Taxi

Native Tree Plantings near Golf Course

Frisbee Golf



Concept Alternatives



• Destination Civic Gathering Space 

• Lakefront Recreation

• Non-programmed, Secondary Civic 

Space

• Enhanced Fishing Destination

Concept “A”
CIVIC PARK



Signature Pavilion



Amphitheater



Marina



Swimming Beach



Non-Programmed Activities



Community Park



• High Profile Tourism Destination 

at Waterfront

• Synergistic Retail Activities

• Nature Tourism Support Facilities

• Preserve Passive Waterfront 

Concept “B”
TOURISM  DESTINATION



Lakefront Restaurant



Water Taxi



Events Pavilion



Camping



Passive Waterfront



• Signature Outdoor Learning Center

• Celebrate Unique Natural Zones

• Stimulate Environmental 

Education

• Maintain/Enhance Eastern Lake 

Park Activities 

Concept “C”
LAKE LEARNING 



Wetlands Education



Outdoor Classroom



Interpretive Pavilion



Interpretive Trails



Community Park



Master Plan



Master Plan

DEVELOPMENT ZONES:

• Retail Activity Center

• Buddy Stewart Park

• Cultural History Area

• Outdoor Learning Area

• Passive Recreation

• Golf Course

• Hike & Bike Trail Loop



Lake Pat

Cleburne
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