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Sat 10a-3:00p
www.cleburne.net

It’s National Library Week!
April 3-9

Did you know?







The Cleburne Public Library is 117 years old.
The local women’s club founded the first
library. In 1903, Andrew Carnegie donated
$20,000 to building a beautiful new library.
It formally opened in 1905.
“A library outranks any other one thing a
community can do to benefit its people. It is
a never failing spring in the desert.”
― Andrew Carnegie
There are more public libraries than Starbucks in the U.S. – a total of 16,568, including branches. Nearly 100% of public libraries
provide Wi-Fi and have no-fee access to
computers.

Bring your overdue materials April 3-9 and
we will forgive your fines!

New Books

It’s National Poetry Month!
Check out one of these titles to explore a story in verse:
Orangutanka: a Story in Poems by Engle, Margarita
All the orangutans are ready for a nap in the sleepy
depths of the afternoon . . . all except one. This little
orangutan wants to dance! A hip-hop, cha-cha-cha
dance full of somersaults and cartwheels. But who will
dance with her? Written in bold poems in the tanka
style, an ancient Japanese form of poetry that is often
used as a travel diary, this exuberant orangutan celebration from acclaimed poet Margarita Engle will
make readers want to dance, too!
E ENG

Love that Dog by Creech, Sharon
The Newbery Medal-winning author of Walk Two
Moons, Sharon Creech, brings readers a story with enormous heart.
Love That Dog shows how one boy named Jack finds his
voice with the help of a teacher, a pencil, some yellow
paper, and of course, a dog. Written as a series of freeverse poems from Jack's point of view, and with classic
poetry included in the back matter, this novel is perfect
for kids and teachers, too.
Jack hates poetry. Only girls write it and every time he
tries to, his brain feels empty. But his teacher, Miss Stretchberry, won't stop giving her class poetry assignments--and Jack can't avoid them. But then something
amazing happens. The more he writes, the more he learns that he does have
something to say.
J F CRE

Haiku! Gesundheit: an Illustrated Collection of Ridiculous Haiku Poetry
by Venokur, Ross
Funny haiku poems come to life with vivid,
colorful cartoon pictures. Full-color illustrations.
J 811 VEN

I love poetry—not all of it but a lot. It speaks
what I cannot. It voices what my heart or sarcastic
mouth feels. It gives my life an extra dimension of, well,
LIFE. Our society does not put much stock in poetry. Oh,
what an experience some are missing.
First, consider just the love of sounds and
rhythm. Little children delight in these, as do cheerleaders and rappers. Playing with language is something fun
for both poets and readers. Poetry can be serious but
also light-hearted. Most of us enjoy the lyrics to songs,
whatever the genre. Actually, one should always read
the poem aloud, for as John Ciardi notes, “Poetry is a
performance.” Something is lost when it just lies supine
on the page.
Next, poetry paints pictures in the mind. These
images can denote sensory attributes (think the
“ocean”). Sometimes the sensory experience is enough
by itself. But images can also connote emotion (think
“family at Christmas”). This may be called the metaphoric sense. Words often convey tone that influences the
reader’s emotions. Some people see the world in a fanciful way (the wind is combing the trees’ hair), while others observe things more literally. Poetry is for both.
To perceive “how a poem means” rather than
“what it means,” one should pay attention to the carefully chosen words. Sometimes s/he must look up historical
allusions or archaic definitions. Often the poem will go
from specific to general with a shift. As critic Ciardi says,
“The concern is not to arrive at a definition…but to arrive
at an experience.” He also suggests that one “live into
it.”
Why not try poetry this month at the Cleburne
Public Library?
Bettye Cook
Introduction to Poetry
By Billy Collins
I ask them to take a poem
and hold it up to the light
like a color slide
or press an ear against its hive.
I say drop a mouse into a poem
and watch him probe his way out,
or walk inside the poem’s room
and feel the walls for a light switch.

Pay It Forward
Catherine Ryan Hyde

Thursday, April 14
3:00 P.M.

I want them to waterski
across the surface of a poem
waving at the author’s name on the shore.
But all they want to do
is tie the poem to a chair with rope
and torture a confession out of it.
They begin beating it with a hose
to find out what it really means.
Billy Collins, “Introduction to Poetry” from The Apple
That Astonished Paris (University of Arkansas Press,)

Tailored Titles
Spruce up your Garden with these...

