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Cleburne Airport’s commitment to safety:
The importance of 14 CFR Part 139 on
non-certificated airports
Story and photos by
Garrett Watson, Airport Associate
In learning to fly, we all are no doubt familiar with the very first critical
step of flight, the pre-flight inspection. The instructor walks us around the
plane and explains the importance of ensuring there’s no obstructions
where there shouldn’t be, no broken or inoperable lights or equipment,
and check that the fuel is clear of particulate and void of water. Once the
checkride is passed and there is no one making you do your pre-flight
inspection, does that mean its ok not to do it? Of course not!
As with any aircraft, the airport is a critical element of flight being the
preferred landing destination for 100% of pilots in the air. As such, airport
operators, Cleburne Regional included, must likewise check that there are
no obstructions on the runway or taxiway, no broken or inoperable lights
or equipment such as PAPI’s, and check that our fuel is clean and clear.
Since we’re open for operations just about every day of the year that
means we need to do those checkups every day of the year.
Continued on next page…

At Cleburne Regional Airport, every day
starts with inspecting and sumping our fuel
trucks and tanks as well as a general check of
the runway and taxiways. Maintenance
Supervisor Mark Zelder regularly checks the
conditions of runway/taxiway lighting,
signage, and windsocks to ensure maximum
visibility and holds a high standard for
grounds maintenance in the ROFA (runway
object free area) or safety area.
“I tend to think about maintenance on a
personal level,” said Zelder. “Someone’s
family is on every plane that flies in and out
of here and it’s our responsibility to make sure
we are doing everything we can to ensure safe
operations so they can get back to their
families.”
As with aircraft, the FAA has provided
helpful checklists for Part 139 inspections to
ensure airports certificated under Part 139
have all their bases checked. This is also a
very helpful tool for smaller airports,
providing a basis for safe operations
regardless of size.
The Part 139 certification is broken down into
several sections including a master record,
records of employee training, fuel storage and
handling, self-inspections and condition
reports,
runway
safety
areas,
marking/lighting/signs, emergency planning,
wildlife hazard management, and more.

All of our personnel take fuel handling and
movement area training at least once every
two years, in line with Part 139 requirements.
We also regularly ensure our runway safety
area information is up to date and regularly
check to ensure all of our lights, signage, and
equipment are operational.
As for emergency operations, we are minutes
away from the nearest fire department and
response times are within minutes after a call
out in the case of fire.
Being a city entity, environmental safety and
wildlife management is a high priority as well
and we keep up to date records of runoff water
quality and keep a close watch on wildlife that
frequent the area such as coyotes, birds, and
other animals that could be a danger to aircraft
coming in or leaving the airport.

______________

On top of these diligent operational
considerations, we continue to push ourselves
to be able to check more and more items off
the Part 139 checklist of requirements, not
only as a matter of pride for our airport, but
even more so an act of our dedication to safety
for all those who choose to stop by Cleburne
Regional Airport.

“Someone’s family is on every
plane that flies in and out of
here…”

For more information or questions about the
airport’s operations, reach out to us at
airport@cleburne.net or give us a call at 817641-5456.

At Cleburne Regional, though we don’t have
a massive master record of operational
procedures a Part 139 certification requires,
we do in one form or another meet many of
the requirements for each section.

The Dos and Don’ts of Talking on the Radio

Story and above photo courtesy General
Aviation News | Written by Jamie Beckett
________
In 1980 I was offered a job as on-air talent at
WPXE radio in Starke, Florida.
A tiny little station located in a brick building
on West Madison Street, the building also
housed a Radio Shack store and as far as I
know was the only place in town where one
could buy an LP. I ordered London Calling by
the Clash there, along with Elvis Costello’s
Get Happy!!. Those choices raised a few
eyebrows I can tell you.
Radio was a bigger deal then than it is today.
We played country music during the day and
soul music until the station went off the air at
11 p.m. They called it “block programming.”
I had the evening shift that segued from one
to the other. Two entirely different forms of
music separated by a five-minute news
broadcast. Two entirely different audiences,

too. We went into the news break playing
Moe Bandy, then came out the other side with
the Sugar Hill Gang.
As a prerequisite for that job I had to file for
and receive a restricted radio-telephone
operators permit — a certificate that lasts a
lifetime, just like the pilot certificate I carry
today.
Perhaps because of that peculiar career path, I
tend to take regulations and official guidance
seriously. While I’m generally anti-authority
in my thinking, I’m aware there are reasons
for the rules we’ve been tasked with
following, both in the control booth and the
cockpit. So I follow them as best as I can.
At WPXE I was responsible for making
station ID announcements every hour. The
FCC requires these. Company policy had me
doing them in the first five minutes after the
hour: “This is WPXE radio in Starke, Florida.
1490 on your AM dial, and 106.3 FM.”

I said that line, or something remarkably
similar, over and over again. As did every DJ
to ever spin a disc for broadcast.

Do

As pilots we also have FCC requirements to
adhere to, as well as FAA guidance on how to
use our radio properly. You’ve probably
noticed that in older movies pilots agree with
the term “Roger” and end every transmission
with the word “over.” In truth, that’s pretty
rare these days and well out of date.

Know your call sign and use it religiously!

Before the phonetic alphabet, there was the
spelling alphabet. “R” was spoken as “Roger”
back then, which meant the message had been
received. “Roger” became “Romeo” in 1956,
so “Roger” is no more.
Terminology and procedure are important
when everyone in the air is talking and
listening on the same cluttered frequency.
Hundreds of pilots and a fair number of Air
Traffic Controllers populating various
facilities are all trying to get or give specific
information in a timely, efficient manner.
Being understood is important. Being brief is
encouraged, too.

“As pilots we also have FCC
requirements to adhere to.”
To that end, the FAA provides guidance to
pilots — guidance that is too often
misunderstood, unknown, or flat out ignored.
It’s easy enough to find, though. Just turn to
Chapter 4 of the Aeronautical Information
Manual (AIM) or pull a copy up on your
computer. These are the methods and
practices the FAA is asking pilots to follow,
just as it issues requirements for those
working ATC on the other end of the
conversation.

First, let’s look at a few important dos.

It has become all too common for pilots to
announce their presence in a non-towered
environment as “White Cessna,” “Silver
Cirrus,” or “Yellow Piper.” While true, these
identifiers are nearly useless. They’re also in
direct contradiction to the FAA guidance that
we use the appropriate call sign for the aircraft
on each radio communication. Your call sign
is the aircraft’s N-Number.
We’ve all been in a traffic pattern with more
than one White Cessna or Yellow Piper.
However, there’s only one Cessna 12345. For
safety’s sake, let’s be specific.
Use your full call sign until ATC abbreviates
it.
While it is more efficient to abbreviate our
call signs, shortening “Cirrus 12345” to “345”
means there’s no way of knowing if ATC is
talking to Cirrus 21345 as well. To improve
clarity and enhance safety, use your full call
sign unless and until ATC abbreviates it.

Listen
I don’t imagine there is a single pilot who
hasn’t been on frequency for a non-towered
airport and heard someone calling, “Traffic in
the area please advise.” Ironically, the AIM
actually says, “Pilots stating, “Traffic in the
area, please advise,” is not a recognized SelfAnnounce Position and/or Intention phrase
and should not be used under any condition.”
That last bit, “should not be used under any
condition,” should get our attention. Simply
listening on the frequency will provide all the
information we need about the local traffic
and listening doesn’t take up any bandwidth
at all.

Don’t

They know you’re with them. You’re calling
on the frequency. They prefer if we shorten
that call by removing those two unnecessary
words.
Don’t chat on CTAF
If you’ve got an urge to chat with another
pilot in another aircraft while you fly, use
122.75. That’s the air-to-air frequency set
aside for this exact purpose.
It may require some coordination and be
slightly less convenient than using the CTAF
for you, but your private conversations don’t
help inform or benefit any other pilots in the
area — to the contrary, in fact.
Don’t ramble

Now, a few Don’ts.

Radio calls generally come
answering three questions:

Stop saying “Last Call.”

Who are you?

For reasons that are beyond understanding,
pilots have taken to using the frequency at
non-towered airports to announce “Last call”
on their way out of the pattern.

Where are you?

I can’t for the life of me figure out why this
has come into common practice. It provides
no useful information, it takes up bandwidth
preventing anyone else from making a call,
and it doesn’t provide a means of contacting
the aircraft in question, since they’ve
announced they’re leaving the frequency.
Let’s drop this from our lexicon. It’s
pointless.
ATC knows you’re with them.
When handed off from one ATC facility to
another, it’s become common practice to say,
“Diamond 12345, with you, 5,500 feet.”
There’s nothing evil about that call. But the
“with you” part tends to rankle folks at ATC.

down

to

What do you want?
“Comanche 12345, 15 miles southwest
Picayune, inbound full stop” pretty much
does it.
Sure, there are variations on the theme, but
don’t share your day’s itinerary on the
frequency. Nobody needs to know where
you’re going to lunch, or how much you enjoy
having Bob in the passenger seat, or which
event you’re hoping to attend at the other end
of your journey. Keep it brief. Always.
Of course, you don’t have to take my advice.
You could just read the AIM instead. Chapter
4, Section 1 is a good place to start.
This story can be found online at:
https://generalaviationnews.com/2022/05/10/
the-dos-and-donts-of-talking-on-the-radio/

What’s going on at Cleburne Regional Airport
New Ways to Provide Feedback
We just partnered with AirVote to make it even
easier to share your experiences with us and the
general public. Posted throughout the terminal, you
will see QR code sheets to scan with your camera
that will take you strait to Google or Facebook to
provide us a rating.
If you haven’t already left us a Google review, we
always welcome feedback to help us make KCPT
the best airport this side of DFW!

Our Terminal is Getting a Face-lift
In the next couple of weeks, we will have a
company coming out to repaint the terminal
building and do a few minor repairs to the eaves.
We’ll also be redoing part of our sidewalk out in
front of the terminal to level it better and get rid of
the troublesome ‘lip’ of the curb.
This won’t affect operations and we’ll be continuing
business as usual.

Coyotes are On the Prowl!!
Over the past few weeks, we’ve seen a number of
coyotes around the runway. Though we do all we
can to mitigate our local wildlife, we can’t catch
‘em all. We are always monitoring radio
communications though and when we hear one is on
or near the runway we will do our best to get out
there and remedy the issue.

