Cleburne Regional Airport
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-
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Master Plan Phase 2
is in the books
Safety Reminders
for Pilots flying into
CPT and
surrounding area
Student Pilot
Accomplishments
Pancake FlyIn/Drive-In is this
month!

Quote of the Month:
“If you want to grow old as
a pilot, you’ve got to know
when to push it, and when
to back off.”
- Chuck Yeager

Upcoming Events:
Pancake Fly-In/Drive-In
July 30 – 8-10 AM
@ Airport Terminal

Cleburne Regional Airport
1650 Airport Drive
Cleburne, TX 76033
(817) 641-5456
Airport@Cleburne.net
Website:
Cleburne.net/93/airport

July 2022 Newsletter
NOTICE TO LOCAL AIRMEN, TENANTS,
INSTRUCTORS AND STUDENTS
GATE 1/RAMP ACCESS RESERVED FOR
LOADING/UNLOADING ONLY
ALL OTHER VEHICLES MUST USE GATES 2-7
TO STAY CLEAR OF RAMP AREA
As our GA and Jet operations are increasing and a number of
vehicle traffic have recently come close to hitting or blocking
aircraft traffic, we are now requiring all vehicles to use Gate 1
entering the active ramp only for unloading or loading their
aircrafts and not as a thru-traffic corridor as it was previously.
Per this change, individual’s assigned gate code will no longer
work on Gate 1 but will still work on gates 2 through 7.
Please do not drive on the ramp unless you are
loading/unloading your plane or received permission from
Airport Operations.

CPT 20-year Masterplan finishes up
phase two, starts working on phase three
Recently, Coffman Associates, the consulting firm responsible for
assembling Cleburne Airport’s 20 year master plan wrapped up phase
two of the three-phase plan which included development alternatives
for the airport. The firm evaluated the possibility and feasibility of a
number of different options from relocating the airport to an area
further outside of town to extending the runway 800ft to bring the
total length of 15/33 to 6500ft total.
Due to a hefty price tag of nearly a quarter of a billion dollars,
relocating the airport is highly unlikely not to mention unfeasible,
leaving considerations for developing the current location in a way
that is beneficial for General Aviation, commercial aviation, and the
residential areas surrounding the airport. The following are some of
the highlights from Phase 2.

Airside Alternatives
Considerations for airside alternatives include
evaluating options for providing additional
runway length to optimize operational
capability, addressing impacts of runway
changes to related safety areas as well as
considering methods to meet FAA design
standards, and considerations for improving
and strengthening runway pavement. There
are also considerations for taxiways and
navigational and approach aids to improve
pilot awareness through additional lighting
and approach systems.
In the report, Coffman determined that
extending the runway to at least 6,100 feet
would provide increased operational capacity
for the airport. To achieve this, the firm
presented six alternative options to extend the
runway along with what each option would
entail.

Due to the zoning on the south end of the
runway being residential and the interstate
and Kilpatrick on the north end, there are
some challenges to extend the declared
runway length within the existing property of
the airport. Nonetheless, there are options that
do not involve displacement of roads or
homes as shown in the below diagram
showing alternatives one and two of the six
total designs.
Landside Alternatives
Considerations for landside planning include
identifying locations for new hangar
developments
that
meet
FAA
taxiway/taxilane safety standards, the
redevelopment of existing hangar facilities,
analyzation of property for potential
Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) facilities, and
maximizing land use to include non-aviation
uses.

Not surprisingly, T-hangar development was
highly recommended and due to new FAA
separation standards mean that while some Thangars are too close together, they aren’t
necessary to demolish. However any new
hangars will need to conform to the separation
requirements.
Another interesting consideration is the
factoring in of the emerging industry of
Advanced Air Mobility (AAM). This industry
uses manned and unmanned aircraft capable
of vertical takeoff and landing to conduct air
taxi operations, moving people around urban
areas, and providing connections to airports
and other transportation modes. The FAA
references AAM numerous times in its
Aerospace Forecast report stating levels
varying from 12,000 to 740 million
passengers by 2030. Though it remains to be
seen how fast the industry will take hold, it
has the potential to profoundly impact air
passenger travel and is given serious
consideration in this study.
Also discussed is different options for
terminal expansion or replacement.

Be sure to check out
the full Airport
Masterplan Study on
our website:
cleburne.airportstudy.net
For more information, feel free to
reach out to us at
airport@cleburne.net or give us a
call at 817-641-5456.

The intention of the newly added chapter
going into detail on these alternative
development strategies is meant to present
analysis of a number of options that may be
considered for specific airport elements.
The major considerations, in summary,
include extending Runway 15-33, as well as
correcting any non-standard conditions and
upgrading airfield lighting. For the landside,
alternatives were presented that include new
hangar development and land uses. As the
airport’s fleet mix transitions to include more
jets and turboprops, it will be important to
clearly delineate development areas for
facilities to accommodate those aircraft.
Segregating turbine aircraft from smaller
piston aircraft operators contributes to
operational safety and presents a more
organized and efficient airport.
The next step in the master plan development
process is to arrive at a recommended
development concept. Once a consolidated
development plan is identified, a 20-year
capital improvement program, with a list of
prioritized projects tied to aviation demand
and/or necessity will be presented.

A Gentle Safety Reminder for Pilots
By Garrett Watson
Airport Associate

Over the last few weeks we’ve heard from a
number of pilots and been privy to witnessing
a number of instances of unsafe operations
coming in or leaving out of CPT. Due to the
higher traffic and number of student pilots in
the area, I felt like it might be helpful to
briefly go over some good housekeeping rules
for our airport which also apply to a number
of smaller GA airports.
Straight In (Instrument) Approaches
There are an increasing number of small
aircraft practicing straight in approaches on
RWY 15 and while this is perfectly ok, it
bears to mention that according to the FAA,
traffic operating within the pattern has the
right of way over incoming straight-in traffic.
While most of the time, traffic in the pattern
have no problems offering to extend their
downwind to accommodate instrument
approaches, this is a courtesy and not a
requirement.
In one recent instance, an aircraft which was
leaking fuel upon takeoff noticed this and
decided to go around the pattern and make a
quick landing. They called informing other
pilots of an issue with leaking fuel only to
nearly be hit by an incoming Cherokee
practicing an instrument approach on a threemile final who wouldn’t budge until the last
second. In this instance, the Cherokee should
have done a 360 to allow the aircraft leaking
fuel to land first.

Calm Wind Runway
CPT’s calm wind runway is Runway 15 and
care should be taken to enter the pattern in
such a way that either the wind sock can be
seen or listen carefully to weather reports to
be sure to land on the correct runway heading,
which brings me to my next point.
Entering the Pattern
Since I have a front seat view of the runway
and radio calls on a nearly daily basis, I have
seen and heard a number of aircraft entering
the pattern in a variety of incorrect ways.
Entering the pattern on a base to final is a big
no-no I’ve witnessed a few times as well as
straight in landings that aren’t practicing
instrument approaches or using radio calls.
That said, the correct method is to either enter
the downwind leg at a 45 degree angle at
pattern altitude, OR cross over midfield above
the pattern altitude and make a teardrop entry
descending into the downwind leg.
Flying the Area and the Pattern
Lastly, a reminder that all traffic should be at
least 1,000 feet AGL which I generally round
up to 1,900 MSL when flying over town.
While Cleburne is a great town to fly over and
look around for local folks, making sure
you’re at the correct altitude helps us stay
good neighbors with our community.
In order to keep pattern traffic out of town, we
do have a RIGHT pattern for runway 15 and
a standard left pattern for runway 33.
While this may be preaching to the choir for
most readers, it never hurts to brush up on the
basics so that we can all stay safe and enjoy
flying without the unnecessary scares that can
be avoided by staying in-the-know.

Student Pilots Continue Progress at CPT!
Recently, one of Lee Howel’s students, Toni Mireles
(right and below/middle) completed his first solo flight
and is making quick progress toward his private pilot’s
license.
Lee said Toni plans to purchase his own aircraft and use
it for fun as well as for work.
Do you know someone who has “the right
stuff”? Tell them to reach out to our
talented instructors listed on our website
for an introductory flight lesson!
Need financing? Nationwide Flight School,
our #1 flight school at CPT may be able to
help!
Cleburne.net/93/airport

Completing their solo cross-country recently was Anne Marie Sirot’s student, Melaine Meyer.
Following getting her private pilot’s license, Meyer plans to use her license to fly for fun with
her father who is also a pilot.
Pancake Fly-in/Drive-in is
July 30th 8-10 AM
Be sure to come out to the airport and
get your fill of pancakes, sausage, and
fresh, hot coffee and talk to your local
and non-local pilot friends.
The food is free as always but
donations are always appreciated!

