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The Value of a Library Card
In this day and time when we can pay
to stream videos and press “buy now” to deliver audiobooks and ebooks to our devices, is
there still value in obtaining and owning a
library card? We asked some of our patrons to
share what having a library card has meant to
them.
Joe shares: “I use my library card to
access the online library so that I can read
books with my Kindle. I must have read books
numbering in the hundreds that way and enjoy
the vast selection that is always available at
my fingertips. If I find I do not like a particular
book I can return it quickly and check out another within minutes. I also like reading your newsletters to see what the local
library is offering for all ages. Thank you for what you do.”
Consider all the money that Joe’s card has saved him as he is able to check out and return titles at his leisure, and in
the upward hundreds no less! In this economy, even if you have to pay the $25 annual non-resident fee for a household,
that is a bargain.
Margarita had this to say: “I can’t really remember how long it’s been since I’ve had a library card. I was probably in
th
th
6 or 7 grade. It was one of the most freeing moments for me. I had something with my name on it and it felt important! I
got to use the computers closest to the front and then as years passed, I was allowed to sit at any computer. Most time was
spent scouring the internet for anime or spent creating collages of said anime and then printing them. I loved making collages in PowerPoint and printing pictures of whatever I was into or loved. As I got older the books called out to me more often!
Frozen Fire was one of the books I remember checking out. Its story was impactful. I also remember feeling excited when I
noticed The Infernal Devices, The Dark Artifacts, and the Maximum Ride series among the shelves. Sometimes the comfort of
the library was a relief from home life and I fondly appreciated the space…it saved me in so many ways. Thank you to all the
library staff for continuing to make it a welcoming space.”
September is National Library card sign-up month. If you haven’t already signed up for a card, this is an ideal month
to do so! Our cards expire annually just to give us the opportunity to update your contact information, after which your card
is validated for an additional year. So, September is also an ideal month to come back to the library and update your expired
card! Give us a call or stop by to see how to become a card carrying member of the Cleburne Public Library.

New Books

Rachel Slimp, Associate & Youth Librarian

In honor of National Library Card Sign Up Month, check out these titles:
Tomas and the Library Lady by Mora, Pat
Tomás is a son of migrant workers. Every summer he and his family follow the crops north from Texas to
Iowa, spending long, arduous days in the fields. At night they gather around to hear Grandfather's wonderful
stories. But before long, Tomás knows all the stories by heart. "There are more stories in the library," Papa
Grande tells him. The very next day, Tomás meets the library lady and a whole new world opens up for him.
Based on the true story of the Mexican-American author and educator Tomás Rivera, a child of migrant
workers who went on to become the first minority Chancellor in the University of California system, this
inspirational story suggests what libraries--and education--can make possible. Raul Colón's warm, expressive paintings perfectly interweave the harsh realities of Tomás's life, the joyful imaginings he finds in
books, and his special relationships with a wise grandfather and a caring librarian. E MOR

The Library Card by Spinelli, Jerry
The lives of four young people in different circumstances are changed by their encounters with books. Mongoose,
Brenda, Sonseray, and April have nothing in common...until a mysterious blue card appears as if by magic and begins
to change each of their lives. None of them guesses it at first, but that strange blue card will be their ticket to the past-and to a future that they never imagined. In stories that range from humorous to heartbreaking, Newbery-award-winner
Jerry Spinelli reveals the amazing possibilities lurking behind library doors.
J SPI

The Library Book by Bennett, Alan
From Alan Bennett's Baffled at a Bookcase, to Lucy Mangan's Library Rules, famous writers tell us all about how
libraries are used and why they're important. Tom Holland writes about libraries in the ancient world, while Seth
Godin describes what a library will look like in the future. Lionel Shriver thinks books are the best investment,
Hardeep Singh Kohli makes a confession and Julie Myerson remembers how her career began beside the shelves.
Using memoir, history, polemic and some short stories too, The Library Book celebrates 'that place where they
lend you books for free' and the people who work there.All royalties go to The Reading Agency, to help their work
supporting libraries.
eBook

The Way I Heard It
Mike Rowe
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Tailored Titles
Hey teens and
young adults!
We’ve got some new titles
in our Cloud Library app
for audiobooks and
ebooks. Check out some of
the new selections:

